'THE  CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

slay. So at last, when he had become well accustomed
to feats of horsemanship in the air, and could manage
Pegasus with the least motion of his hand, and had
taught him to obey his voice, he determined to
attempt the performance of this perilous adventure.

At daybreak, therefore, as soon as he unclosed his
eyes, he gently pinched the winged horse's ear, in
order to arouse him. Pegasus immediately started
from the ground, and pranced about a quarter of a
mile aloft, and made a grand sweep around the
mountain-top, by way of showing that he was wide
awake, and ready for any kind of excursion. During
the whole of this little flight, he uttered a loud,
brisk, and melodious neigh, and finally came down at
Bellerophon's side, as lightly as ever you saw a
sparrow hop upon a twig.

"Well done, dear Pegasus! well done, my sky-
skimmer!" cried Bellerophon, fondly stroking the
horse's neck. "And now, my fleet and beautiful
friend, we must break our fast. To-day we are to fight
the terrible Chimaera."

As soon as they had eaten their morning meal, and
drunk some sparkling water from a spring called
Hippocrene, Pegasus held out his head, of his own
accord, so that his master might put on the bridle.
Then, with a great many playful leaps and airy caper-
ings, he showed his impatience to be gone; while
Bellerophon was girding on his sword, and hanging
his shield about his neck, and preparing himself for
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